
Building Vocabulary for ESL Learners 
 

It is common for parents of second language learners to wonder how they 

can help their children build an English vocabulary.  (Or, a knowledge of 

“words” to help them understand the language they are learning.) 

 

This article will outline some ideas for you to use if you are a parent with 

these concerns… 

 

1) Sign picture books out of the library.  When reading these stories 

with your child, begin by going through the book and, without 

reading the “words”, talk about the pictures found there.  As you 

do this, point to the pictures and say things such as “This is a cat.  

The cat is running.”  Or, “This is a family.  They are sitting at the 

table in the kitchen.”  After you have spent some time going 

through the book this way, go back to the beginning and read the 

story to your child.  Talking about the pictures in the stories you 

read will help your child develop knowledge of vocabulary found 

there. 

 

2) Find as many opportunities as you can to enroll your child in clubs 

or social groups such as “Cubs” or “Sparks”.  Your child will learn 

lots of English words by being a part of the “talk” that happens in 

social groups.  You will be surprised how quickly your child will 

“catch on” and show new growth and development in their language 

learning. 

 

3) Take your child to the Public Library regularly and if you can, take 

them at a time when there is a story time happening.  The story 

times presented there will give your child an excellent opportunity 

to hear English orally and the pictures in the story books 

presented will give him/her some visual “pictures” to hang the 

words on. 

 

4) While you are at the library, sign out some books with tapes.  

Again, talk to your child about the pictures seen in the book before 

putting the tape in to listen. 

Have fun!   


