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Answers to 5 Common Questions Asked by Parents 
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Question #1 - “Is curriculum a secret, for teacher eyes only?”   

 

The BC Curriculum… 
 

 The answer is no.  

 

 The British Columbia Curriculum comes in the form of 

“Integrated Resource Packages” (or IRP’s for short).  These 

documents guide teachers in what they are to teach at each 

grade level.   

 

 The BC IRP’s can be found on the internet at the following 

address:  http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/irp.htm .   

 

Question #2 – “How do teachers teach curriculum?”   

 

 

Curriculum is embedded in everything… 
 

 Everything teachers do in school has a base in meeting 

curriculum goals.   

 

The child is at the center of all learning and his/her needs   
   come first… 
 

 How teachers teach each learning outcomes depends on the 

interests, needs, and local community of each child and 

classroom/school community.   

 

http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/irp.htm


 The IRP’s provide a general guide to learning and teachers 

teach outlined subject matter based on what they know 

about their students and what they know will be engaging. 

For example, in Kindergarten Language Arts students must 

use speaking and listening to express and inquire.  No 

matter what the topic of study, this outcome can be met. If 

dinosaurs are of interest and fall within expected learning 

outcomes, dinosaurs will be taught. 

 

Question #3 – “But there is so much to be covered!  How do  

                         teachers do it all, especially when split grades are 

                         involved?” 

 

 Learning outcomes overlap, both within and across  
      subject areas… 
 

 Many curricular outcomes overlap and can be accomplished 

through engaging in one activity.  For example, the Grade 

One science curriculum states students will learn about 

seasonal changes.  Kindergarten students need to learn 

about local plants.  In a K/1 split class both grade’s science 

outcomes can be accomplished by observing a tree through 

the seasons.  

 

Curriculum provides a goal post: it’s what we shoot for… 
  

 Keep in mind that the curriculum provides a goal to be 

worked toward.  Teachers teach children of varied abilities.  

Activities are designed to move each child forward from 

where they begin at the start of the year.  Some students 

will approach or not meet, some achieve and, others will 

exceed learning outcomes. 

 



 

Question #4 – “I don’t know what my child’s teacher is teaching!  

                         How can I find out?” 

 

 Talk to your child… 
 

 Spend time talking to your child about what was learned at 

school.  Ask specific questions such as “What did you do in 

gym class today?  What story did you hear in the library?”  

These questions will be easier for your child to answer.  In 

talking to your child you will discover much about the 

curriculum and topics being taught.   

 

 If you find out that your child will or has been studying 

“dinosaurs”, go to the library to sign out books on that topic.  

Research “dinosaurs” with your child on the internet and 

encourage him/her to take some information to school.  If 

your child is learning about shapes, spend some time looking 

for shapes in your every day adventures such as a trip to 

the Supermarket.  If your child is learning about feelings, 

spend time talking about those at home during the course of 

daily activities.  These kind of activities will go a long way to 

support and extend school learning, and will keep you 

involved in your child’s school life. 

 

Talk to your child’s teacher… 
 

 Talk to your child’s teacher.  S/he has a good knowledge of 

the curriculum and should be able to tell you areas in which 

your child could use some additional practice. There is a lot 

of curriculum to be covered and your child will not need to 

work on all areas.  Your child’s teacher will help you decide 

where to focus your energies to help him/her move forward. 



 

Read the information that comes home with your child… 
 

 If your child’s teacher sends home monthly newsletters, 

read those to discover the “big concepts” being covered for 

the month.  For example, a newsletter might say that in 

class your child has or will be working on “patterns” in math 

or on understanding “feelings” through use of the Second 

Step kit, or on journal writing in Language Arts.  Once you 

know what some of the “big ideas” are, go to the library and 

find books to support that learning.  Look for “patterns” in 

your day to day life.  Build patterns with knives, forks and 

spoons.  Encourage your child to keep a “journal” at home.  

Let him/her show you how s/he does it at school.   

 

 

 The report card is one of the best sources of knowledge in 

helping you decide how you can support the curriculum goals.  

Your child’s teacher will outline some areas for further 

growth and attention there.  Normally these suggestions for 

further development are quite specific.  If, after a report 

card comes home you are unclear of how to support the 

goals outlined, arrange to meet with the teacher.  S/he will 

help you become clearer. 

 

 Along with the report card will be an overview of the 

learning that has been taking place in the classroom.  Read 

those to get the “big ideas” and then look for ways to build 

learning into your day to day life. 

 

 

 

 



Question # 5 – How can I support classroom learning at home? 

 

 Complete assignments given by the teacher… 
 

 Work diligently with your child to complete assigned school 

tasks.  If a request is made to read a book with your child 

each night, be sure to do that.  If you are asked to bring 

something to school like “environmental print samples”, do 

that with your child.  If a “Special Helper” bag comes home 

at night, spend time with your child completing the activity.  

Teachers assign home tasks for good reasons – they are all 

to help your child progress and do well in school. 

  

Take advantage of extension activities sent home… 
 

 If your child’s teacher sends home information about 

optional extension activities you could be doing at home (for 

example a monthly activity calendar, etc.), then spend some 

time doing some of those activities.   

 

Read, read, read!  This is very important… 
 

 READ with and to your child DAILY!!!  This is one of THE 

most important things you can do for your child to help 

him/her succeed in school.  If you have time to do nothing 

else, make sure you do this.  I can’t begin to explain just 

how important this seemingly small task can be.   

 

Sleep and Diet… 
 

 Make sure your child gets plenty of sleep at night and that 

s/he has a healthy diet, including lots of water.  A healthy 

body and an alert mind is crucial to success in school. 



 

 

Let your child hear you speak positively about school… 
 

 When you talk to your child about school, BE POSITIVE.  A 

good attitude toward school and learning can move 

mountains.  It sets the tone and if children view learning as 

fun, they learn MUCH more.  If you have issues with the 

school or your child’s learning, be sure to approach the 

teacher to talk.  Nothing can be worked out if the involved 

parties don’t know there is a problem. 

 

 

I hope this helps – or at least gives you a beginning understanding 

of how you can support the curriculum at school.  Please approach 

your child’s teacher if you have further questions.  

 

 


